[The theory of lymphangion and current approaches to the pathogenesis, diagnosis and treatment of lymphedema of the lower extremities].
The paper describes the results of examination carried out by the Sankt-Peterburg school of lymphologists, pertaining to the structure, physiological properties and function of lymphangions responsible for active lymph transport. The problems of the pathogenesis, diagnosis and treatment of lymphedema of the lower extremities used in clinical practice are reviewed from the standpoint of the new theory. The data obtained as a result of the clinico-morphofunctional studies allowed to delineate the stages of lymphedema as dependent on the degree of lymphocytic structure and function integrity. Based on the aforesaid the new approaches to the diagnosis and selection of the treatment methods for lymphedema of the lower extremities have been formulated.